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It is no longer fashionable to speak of hell, but Jesus 
did, and He did so often. The Puritans did, and they 

preached on it, and they did so often. They did so 
because they followed the example of their Lord.  

They did so because they believed what He said about 
hell, and they loved the souls of their congregants 

enough to warn them about that terrible place.

A popular mega-church pastor and author has recently 
released a book in which he denies a literal hell. Hell is 

such a terrible reality that if Christ Himself had not 
taught it, it is likely that no one would believe it.

In this little-known work of the great Baptist preacher 
John Bunyan, first published in 1658, he opens the 

story of Dives and Lazarus. It is noteworthy that our 
Lord did not call this a parable. Bunyan tells of  

the horrible fate awaiting the impenitent in that awful 
place. He shows that there are people there now who 

are suffering an eternal punishment for their sins—  
but he ends the book with the hope of the gospel.


